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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

DR. JOHN G. PATON; HIS THREE
BURDENS AND HOW WE MAY

HELP TO LIFT THEM.
Margaret W. Leitch.

“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and

so fulfil the law of Christ.”

Those who have had the privilege of

listening to this honored servant of God
since he came to the United States have

had their hearts stirred with a new love

for the Master and a more earnest desire

to advance the coming of His Kingdom.

There are three ways in which we can at

this time help to promote the cause of

Christ, through helping to lift the three

burdens which press most heavily on the

heart of this great-hearted missionary

hero.

The first of these burdens is the need

of five or six additional missionaries for

the New Hebrides Islands and their sup-

port.

Already in the New Hebrides of the

South Sea Islands, consisting of 30 islands

with a population of about 80,000, the

mission has been extended to 22 islands.

The Bible in part or in whole has been

translated and printed, and is now read in

22 different languages, and about 18,000

natives have become professing Christians,

while the remaining population of from

40,000 to 60,000 heathen now eagerly

plead for the missionaries to give them

the Gospel. The present urgent need is

for five or six more missionaries to occupy

strategic centres and thus make known the

Gospel throughout the whole group which

is white to the harvest.

As Australia cannot do more for the

present, owing to the financial depression

in that country. Dr. Paton is forced to ap-

peal to other Christians and Churches for

help in this most urgent necessity.

In the resolution passed by the Foreign

Mission Committee of the Presbyterian

Church of Victoria, by whom Dr. Paton

is “commended to the cordial sympathy

and help of the Churches and Christian

people in America, Canada and the three

Kingdoms, and all others to whom he may
have access,” the following statement is

made: “Dr. Paton has not only conse-

crated all his talents and treasure to the

work, but also two sons, both of whom are

laboring with signal success on the islands.

The work is urgent, and beyond the power

of the churches engaged in it to overtake

adequately. And the Presbyterian Church

of Victoria and its Foreign Mission Com-
mittee are pledged that funds entrusted to

Dr. Paton should be carefully handled and

judiciously spent on the work of the New
Hebrides Mission.”

Are there not, among the large number
of consecrated young men and women in

this country, some who would lay this need

before the Lord asking Him if He is call-

ing them to offer for this work? Perhaps
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there are some who could offer to go at

their own charges. The average salary

of a single missionary in the New Heb-

rides Islands is about $500.

And there may he others in this country,

who, unable to go in person, would count

it a privilege to provide the support of

one of these new workers, and so have a

personal substitute on the field. Even

those possessed of moderate means may
enjoy this privilege. A school teacher in

the West, out of a salary of $1,000, is sup-

porting her substitute in China with $500.

A lady in Ohio, prevented from going as

a missionary, resolved some years ago that

she would “make money for God.” She

is now the hard-working head of a large

business enterprise, and, over and above

her contributions to her own church and

local charities, she is supporting thirteen

foreign missionaries (American and Cana-

dian), and is doing as much and more for

home missions. In this way she is multi-

plying her life many fold. Are there not

some in this land who, over and above all

that they are already doing, will seize the

opportunity open to them at this time to

become partners with Dr. Paton and his

brave associates in this very successful and

needy mission, by supporting a new mis-

sionary at a new centre? If so, will not

such cheer the heart of this dear saint of

God by a promise of help?*

A second burden which is resting heavily

on Dr. Paton’s heart is the need of so

arousing the people and government of

this country to the evils arising from the

sale of intoxicants, opium and fire-arms

among the people of the New Hebrides

Islands by American traders, that the

American Government will be led to place

American traders under the same restric-

tions as those under which Great Britain

has for years successively placed her

*I)r. Paton's address in this country is: Care of R. it.

SommenilU. 325 West 56th Street, New York City.

traders, prohibiting them from selling al-

coholic drinks, opium and fire-arms to the

people in those islands.

Why should not the people and govern-

ment of the United States listen to his

voice and grant his reasonable request?

He and his associates have been laboring

for many years to save those people from

cannibalism, and now American rum and

American fire-arms, sold by American

traders for the sake of gain, is coming in

to destroy this good work. Is it not the

duty of every Christian church and of

every Christian individual to take on their

hearts this burden, pressing so heavily on

his heart, and speak with a loud and earn-

est and constant voice to our government

urging it to act in this matter for right-

eousness’ sake?

Once before, eight years ago, Dr. Paton

came to this country, sent by his mission,

to make the same plea, beseeching that

this foul stain upon American honor

should be wiped out. But we did not

listen, and all these eight years this evil

has been going on. The heathen, as Dr.

Paton tells us, purchase the white man’s

fire-water from our American traders, and

when their reason is dethroned by it and

they are brought under its damnable in-

fluence they commit shocking crimes. It

is working havoc among the people.

Those natives eagerly desire to embrace

Christianity, but when they are under the

influence of liquor they shoot each other,

and repeatedly the lives of the mission-

aries have been attempted and native

Christians and their children have been

murdered. The people of those islands

have suffered a great deal during the past

eight years from this cause, and now Dr.

Paton is sent again to America to renew

the plea that Christian America should do

by an Act of Congress what Great Britain

has done by an Act of Parliament, in the

interest of humanity, what is necessary to
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prevent the mischiefs that have taken

place and are taking place every now and

then by men under the influence of intoxi-

cating liquor. He appeals to every Chris-

tian in America and to every association in

America, to try if possible, by petitions,

letters, telegrams, personal interviews and

deputations to the President, members of

the Cabinet, Senators and Representatives,

to bring this about. He has had assur-

ance from those high in authority in

France and Germany that, if America

would place her traders under the same

prohibition as that under which Great

Britain has placed her traders, France and

Germany would almost surely do the same

with their traders. Then this terrible

hindrance to the work of God would be

forever removed.

It would be a burning shame if, after

seeing our President and Secretary of State,

and addressing large audienees in many
parts of this country for months together,

he should be obliged to go back to his

islands and report that he has appealed to

the American Government and the Ameri-

can people in vain. This must not le.

Just as those fourteen native Christians

on one of his islands, after the murder of

their missionaries by the savages, banded

themselves together and promised each

other, and promised God, that they would

‘•'win that island for Christ or die in the

attempt,” so shall not some of us whose

hearts, have been moved by this appeal,

band ourselves together and promise God
and His dear servant that we will take up
this cause, making it one of the things we

live for henceforth, and that we will never

cease the agitation until we have aroused

such a Christian public sentiment as will

demand and secure the removal of these

evils, not only from the people of the New
Hebrides, but also from the people of our

new islands, and as far as possible from the

native races of the world, especially those

which are under Christian governments.

When Dr. Paton was told that there were

some of us who were moved to take up this

great work as a life work, he replied: “You

have an Almighty Arm to lean upon.”

Those of us who have listened to Dr.

Paton must have wished that everyone

could hear his story. Alas, his visit to

this country is nearly over, but through

the printed page we can tell out his story

to millions. The August number of

7 ’he Twentieth Century Quarterly* con-

tains a very full statement of the case,

written out by Dr. Paton with his own
hand. This number also contains a ver-

batim report of all the addresses delivered

at the Ecumenical Conference on the great

subject of the opium and liquor traffics as

hindrances to missions, also the testimony

of well-known missionaries from many
lands secured at the Conference or since,

also the testimony of many unimpeachable

witnesses as to the alarming growth of the

liquor traffic, since American occupation,

in Cuba, Porto Rico, Hawaii and the Phil-

ippines. It also contains suggestions as

to resolutions, petitions, letters and depu-

tations. In arousing a Christian public

sentiment on this question the surest road

to success, as was shown in the Anti-

Poligamy fight, lies in the dissemination

among men and women of carefully-

prepared literature. If a quarter of a

million copies of the Quarterly above re-

ferred to could be put into the hands of

leaders of thought throughout this coun-

try, such as editors, prominent ministers

of all denominations, Sabbath school su-

perintendents, secretaries of Home and

Foreign Missionary Societies, leaders of

Young Men and Young Women’s Christian

•The Twentieth Century Quarterly of August 15th,
1900, a \G-page illustrated periodical

, containing the utter-
ances of the Ecumenical Conference on liquors and opium
tn mission fields ,

including our new islands, is the organ of
the Reform Bureau

, Washington, D. a., published by Rev.
It’. F. Crafts

,

210 Delaware Ave., N. E., Washington, D. C.
Forfree distribution, one cent a copy, or $1.00 per hundred,
postpaid, to any address.
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Associations and other Young Peo-

ple's organizations, W. C. T. U's., King's

Daughters, Woman’s Clubs, prominent

men on Boards of Trade, Congressmen,

Senators and others, there is little doubt

but that such a Christian public sentiment

would be aroused and vocalized as would

demand and secure at the next session of

Congz’ess the abolition of the sale of in-

toxicants, opium and fire-arms by our

traders in the New Hebrides, and also the

abolition of the saloon in our army and

islands.

For the advancement of an object so

glorious, so dear to the heart of our risen

Lord, shall not each one of us resolve that

God helping us we will do our part? And
shall we not each say in humble consecra-

tion, “Lord Jesus, it may be only a little

that I can do to show my love for Thee,

but by Thy grace it will be my best, my
uttermost- By Thy grace I will do it at

•once.”

The third burden which is pressing

heavily on Dr. Paton’s heart is the need

of a comparatively small sum of money to

meet the current expenses of his Mission.

Owing to the failure of many banks in

Australia, chiefly in Victoria, and three

years of continued drought, and the con-

sequent depression in business, and the

falling off of church and mission funds,

causing reduction of stipends and curtail-

ing of expenses all around, the Mission

Board of the Presbyterian Church of Vic-

toria would have had to withdraw some of

the missionaries from the New Hebrides

had not Dr. Paton, whose loving heart

could not bear even the thought of such a

thing, most generously made himself per-

sonally responsible to the Board for the

sum of £1,000 ($5,000) on their agreeing

that they would carry on the work without

giving up any part of it until his return.

It was an act of heroic courage for one

seventy-six years of age to assume person-

ally this heavy financial responsibility, but

he gladly did it rather than see some of the

missionaries compelled to abandon their

work just after great difficulties had been

overcome and the work had begun to be

grandly successful. Dr. Paton has been

constantly traveling and speaking since

his arrival in this country, pouring out of

the choicest treasures of his heart to the

great audiences that have hung on his

words. But owing to his extreme modesty

and his unwillingness to even seem to ask

for himself (although he never asks for

nor will he accept anything for himself

personally but only for his work), few of

the many who have listened to him have

realized the heavy burdens he was carry-

ing or have come to his relief. . . . How
tirelessly he is working, and how little

he spares himself, may be seen by

anyone who observes his movements.

The story of his work for one week,

not told by himself, but by a lady

who was able to know something of his

work during that length of time, will per-

haps help others to realize his tireless

activity despite his great age and feeble-

ness.

On a certain Sabbath he spoke three

times in the city of Brooklyn. On Mon-

day he addressed a meeting of ministers

which closed at 12 o’clock, and took

the 1 o’clock train, traveling 127 miles,

to Thompsonville, Conn., where he ad-

dressed a large meeting that evening. The

lady by whom he was entertained, noticing

that he seemed very weary after the meet-

ing, and learning that he was suffering

from the headache, from which he some-

times suffers for a week at a time, suggest-

ed that he rest as long as possible the next

morning. But between five and six

o’clock the following morning, as she was

attending to her household duties, she

caught a glimpse through the open door of

the doctor seated at his table busily
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writing. She said to him : “You were so

weary last night, could you not have taken

a little rest this morning?” He replied:

“Dear madam, I am very glad to get up

early in order to secure a little quiet to

attend to my correspondence.” That

morning he went to Springfield, Mass.,

addressed a large meeting in the Bible

Normal College and immediately after an-

other in the French Protestant College,

and as there was no time for dinner he

went directly to the railway station and

took the train for Hartford, Conn., where

he addressed a large gathering of theologi-

cal students and others in the afternoon,

and spoke the same evening in Dr. Kel-

sey’s Church, thus addressing four meet-

ings, making two journeys and going with-

out his dinner. On Wednesday he spoke

in the First Church in Hartford. On
Thursday he went to Middletown, Conn.,

and spoke there. On Friday he went to

Springfield, Mass., and addressed an even-

ing meeting which closed at 10 o’clock,

and went directly from that meeting to

the railway station and sat there alone

until 2 o’clock in the morning in order to

take the night train to New York City.

On arriving in New York on Saturday he

went to the house of Dr. Sommerville, se-

cured his accumulated letters, answered a

few of the most pressing, and went the

same day to Scranton, Pa., traveling 300

miles that day. He spoke in Scranton the

Sabbath following.

Thus for months he has been constantly

addressing large audiences, making long

journeys, meeting strange people, sleeping

in strange beds, struggling to overtake his

voluminous correspondence, receiving pa-

tiently and cheerfully numerous callers,

and even autograph hunters to whom he

never denies himself. The lady who enter-

tained him in Thompsonville wrote to Dr.

Sommerville, begging him to induce Dr.

Paton to come to her home for at least

one week of rest during this Summer, as

she observed that he was looking much

more feeble than he had done some months

ago. Dr. Sommerville replied: “I wish that

Dr. Paton could be persuaded to do as you

suggest, but the pressure of his work is

so heavy that it will not allow him to rest.”

When this lady pleaded with Dr. Paton

to spare himself, he replied, “My dear

Mrs. S., I will just work till I drop.”

It is the fear of those who have watched

this self-forgetting soul from day to day,

and who have noticed that he never says

“No” to a request for an address or an in-

terview, but takes the perplexities and

needs of everyone who approaches him

into his loving thought, that one day in

our midst this great heart, overweighted

bv its heavy burdens, will simply cease to

beat, and he, who has escaped the knives

and clubs of the savages, may fall a martyr

to the thoughtless selfishness and greed of

American Christians. We want him to

po\ir out incessantly the choicest treasures

of his heart for us, but what are we willing

to do for him? If this great life should

be prematurely cut short it would be a loss

to the whole Church of Christ. This must

not he. He needs an entire rest this Sum-

mer, and we can make it possible. This

load, too heavy for one brave heart, can

be easily carried by us if a number of us

would put the tips of our fingers under it

and lift all together. If a hundred of us

would give or collect $25 each within the

next three months the whole amount need-

ed would be provided. Many organiza-

tions, such as Young Men’s and Young
Women’s Christian Associations, King’s

Daughters’ circles, mission bands, Sabbath

school classes or groups of friends, would

be glad over and above their usual giving

to the mission cause to give or promise

each a share. If promised now, and paid

as soon as possible, or at latest by the mid-

dle ofOctober, it would meet the necessities
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of the case. If this were done, Dr.

Paton, who purposes to go to Canada al-

most immediately, and return to Great

Britain in October, and to his loved islands

near the end of this year, could take some
time to rest and to visit his friends, and
could go back strengthened for his

work.

In coming to his aid at this time, and

“prompt help is double help,” none of us

need go hungry, or sleepless, or take weari-

some journeys in watching and painful-

ness oft as he has done. All that is re-

quired is for some of us to give up some

luxury, or practice some small self-denial.

Are we not his debtors? Is not the whole

church of Christ in this country his

debtor? Have not many among us been

brought to an interest in foreign missions

first of all by the reading of his book?

Have not the receipts of our Mission

Boards been increased thousands of dollars

in consequence? Is not his book to be

found in thousands of missionary and Sab-

bath school libraries, and have not tens of

thousands of young people been thrilled

by its story, and young lives laid on the

altar as a result? Have not thousands

listened spellbound to his words at the

great Ecumenical Conference, and at the

many crowded meetings which he has since

addressed, and 1 have not many seen a new
vision of the power of Christ to uplift and

transform the lives of the lowest and mo^t

degraded through the influence of His

word and Spirit in answer to the prayers

of His people? If he has ministered to us

in spiritual things, is it not a small matter

if we minister to him in carnal things?

Let everyone who has received a blessing

through him, give back at this time—not

to him, for he will accept nothing for him-

self—but through him to his mission and

to his Master as the Spirit may lead. And
one day when we see the face of Him,

“whom having not seen we love,” He may
say to us: “Inasmuch as ye did it to My
dear servant and friend, and to My little

ones in the New Hebrides Islands, ye did

it unto Me.”

Dr. John G. Paton is a true missionary. Not only has he consecrated his own
energies to the work in the New Hebrides, but has given to the service there not less

than $60,000, royalty on his autobiography, and three members of his family.

About seven years ago one son, Fred J., a finely educated man and a devoted

minister, went to Pangkuma, Malekula, where he has labored alone ever since.

In 1896 another son, Frank H. L., having completed his literary and theological

course, went with his wife to Lenakel on the west coast of Tanna, the island from

which his father wras driven at the beginning of his missionary career.

On May 4, 1900, his only surviving daughter, Minnie, was married at Kew,

Australia, to Rev. J. Gillan, and will go with her husband to Uripiv, Malekula.

Foreign missions in this century have drawn a multitude of at least 4,000,000

human souls out of the darkness of heathen superstition into the light and life of the

Christian religion. Of these, 1,300,000 have become communicants and confessors of

Christ, often at the cost of martyrdom, always at the price of courage and sacrifice

greater than we can estimate. Every year at least 100,000 converts are added to the

Church in heathen lands. That makes 274 new Christians every day; almost 12 in

every hour; a new life joined to Christ for every five minutes that pass.

—

H. J. Van
Dyke in The Missionary Outlook.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Suadia, Syria.

—

Miss Meta Cunning-

ham writes under date of June 15, as fol-

lows: If the Church of Christ was as active

in His service as the emissaries of the evil

one it would not take long to carry the

gospel to the uttermost part of the earth.

During the summer months Suadia is full

to overflowing. All the owners of the

gardens here live in Antioch and Aleppo

and they come for the harvest and the

place is swarming with all sorts and con-

ditions of men, fortune tellers, jugglers,

serpent charmers, circus riders, beggars;

in short, a pandemonium. The poor, igno-

rant people are beguiled into parting with

their little bit of hard-earned money and

then starve through the winter. A ready

prey to every kind of disease, it seems as

if one is powerless to help them, and so

indeed we are, for it is not by might nor

by power but by the Spirit of the living

God any change can come. We were

speaking on Tuesday at the women’s meet-

ing on the all sufficiency of Christ, and

one woman said, “I have not been to a holy

place since I came to these meetings, but

the neighbors say it is because I am too

stingy to make an offering that I stay

away.” I said, “Staying away from the

holy place is not going to save you. Noth-

ing short of coming to Jesus and accept-

ing Him as your Saviour and keeping His

commandments will avail in the slightest

degree.” They are all willing to profess

the first part, but when it comes to obey-

ing Him they just say plainly, “We can’t

do it,” and the excuses are many.

The young man that united with us last

year has had a hard time at home. His

father is a heavy drinker and he has been

obliged to leave home. He has gone to

Adana to pick cotton. He talked of emi-

grating, but I told him that that was a

very foolish idea, as he was needed right

here. The one thing I like about him is

that he is willing to work.

Tuesday night I had the many who at-

tend the mothers’ meeting and some others

at a lantern exhibition and showed them

slides of Daniel and the Prodigal Son.

Last week I had a large meeting and

showed them slides of Joseph, of course

explaining the pictures to them.

The schools and indeed all the meetings

are well attended.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—Speaking of

her school, which closed for the holidays

on June 8, Miss Evadna M. Sterrett says:

The year for the most part has been a de-

lightful one, in that teachers and pupils

worked happily together. It is a matter

of great thankfulness that we have the ser-

vice of trusty and efficient native helpers.

In speaking of native helpers one natu-

rally thinks of teachers, Bible readers, etc.,

but I include those who serve in more

humble ways. For example, much depends

upon a faithful door-keeper, and such is

the one we have. My lady teacher relieves

me of a lot of care, and never limits her

labors to her regular duties.

Since the report for Synod was sent,

several more day pupils came, bringing

the total up to one hundred and twelve.

Of the boarders three were Fellaheen, one

Moslem, two Armenian, one Greek Catho-

lic and the rest Greek Orthodox, as they

are called.

Eight of the girls are members of the

church, two having joined last commun-

ion. Six of these are Tarsus girls, one

from Adana and one from Mersina.

Their studies are much the same as in

former years.

The number of verses of Psalms com-

mitted by the older girls is one hundred

and eighty-three, and of Bible verses, one
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hundred and seventy-seven. The little

girls were taught orally and learned one

hundred and eighty-one verses of Psalms

and one hundred and thirty-four Bible

verses.

Four of the boarders finished the Shorter

Catechism with proofs and three others

are well on, and if they return, can finish

next year. Eleven know the catechism

without proofs. All, except one of the

least girls, know Brown’s Catechism, and

she only missed a few pages by being ab-

sent with whooping cough.

Since school closed the most of the Mer-

sina boarders come back for Sabbath

morning services and Sabbath school. We
begin service early—eight o’clock—before

the heat becomes excessive.

We pray that these girls may be blessed

and that they may be doers of the Word
and not hearers only.

Writing on June 18, Rev. R. J. Dodds

gives additional items:

Miss McNaughton will summer with her

sister in Cyprus. Quarantine arrangements

make it a little difficult to get anywhere.

We do not even receive our letters and

papers regularly, and do not know whether

our communications reach our friends

with any degree of regularity.

The school in Tarsus is still going on.

It will not close. Our teacher there does

not like vacations. He is a fine young

man. He is very sad about the death of

one of his pupils to whom he was strongly

attached, and of whom he was not a little

proud—Lutf Allah, of a Greek Orthodox

family. He had been in the school n

year and a half. He was a very dear sweet-

facedl child. When he entered the school

he knew not a single word of Arabic. He
did not know who made him—did not

know anything. He learned to speak and

read Arable; memorized the Lord’s Prayer,

the Little Catechism, and ten Psalms.

He read nicely in the Testament. He was

so bright and beautiful that he was ob-

served and loved by persons of all re-

ligions in the city. I am not surprised

that his teacher loved him and that he

grieves for his early removal. He died at

the age of seven years. He is no doubt

now with Christ in glory.

At present there are only 20 pupils in

school, but in two or three weeks it will

be large' enough for two teachers. The
children are now working in the fields.

Yesterday I visited a Fellah village. All

the men but two were out working in the

fields. I was kindly entertained by these

two; and had a very good opportunity of

reading and talking with them. I do not

know but the small gatherings are some-

times better than crowds.

A week ago I visited Adana and the

Auba. Our Adana friends were all out

working in the villages. Ibrahim was in

a village five hours out of the city. There

are ten men who rest on the Sabbath, ac-

cording to the Commandment, and who
meet for worship. Their influence will

surely be blessed. One young man seems

to be a sincere inquirer after the truth.

In Adana—forenoon—I had an audience

of four Christians and one Muslim. In

the afternoon I visited the Auba. Six days

in the week Suleyman reads to the laborers

in the fields. The desire among the peo-

ple for the word of Ood is surprising.

Surely it betokens some gracious purpose

on the part of the God and 1 Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ.

Another letter from Mr. Dodds, dated

April 2, but only received in July, reports

two visits to Adana and vicinity:

. . My duty Saturday evening after

arriving in the city was to search out the

people among whom the new work had

been begun, none of whom had I met save

in Tarsus, away from their home. I was

ready then on Sabbath morning to meet

them in the house of Malchi and preach
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to them according to promise. The num-
ber that gathered was considerable, and

we were much crowded. The meeting and

worship was encouraging. . . . Tn

the afternoon I preached to them again in

the same place. . . .

One man smoked throughout the entire

service. And although the others had not

observed him, when I called his attention

after service to the impropriety of his con-

duct, and expressed the hope that it would

never occur again, his friends all avowed

that had he not been altogether destitute

of the fear of God he would never have

been guilty of such conduct. There were

some Fellaheen present, and I also held a

service in a Fellah house.

I had intended visiting the Auba on

Monday to encourage our brother Suley-

man. But every person who heard of my
intention assured me that the roads were

altogether impassable. So I gave up the

visit and returned to Mersina to await a

more favorable opportunity. After I was

gone, however, the Fellaheen of the Auba,

having heard that I was in Adhna, sent a

horse out forme to ride to their village. . . .

The next time I visited Adana the mud
was considerably dried up—rubber boots

could be dispensed with. I held three

services as I had done before. No one

smoked during worship. . . .

On Monday the inhabitants of the Auba
sent after me again. I went with them,

and three or four of the Adana friends

accompanied me on foot. Suleyman was

expecting me. He was bright and smiling.

A lot of his friends and pupils were as-

sembled to meet me. Our evangelist from

Adana was also present. I was more than

gratified with what I saw and heard. I

had feared that Machail’s reports might

be overdrawn. I concluded that they were

not. . . . It is doubtful if anywhere

else could such an intelligent and orderly

group of young men be found among the

Fellaheen, men who can read and who are

considerably acquainted with the Holy

Scriptures which alone can make men wise

unto salvation. Many old men also came

and we preached the gospel to them. They
hear with respect and interest. We can

only deliver the message. Results are

with God.

Cyprus.—A private letter from Dr.

Moore contains an item of general interest:

I have rented a room in the center ofNew
Larnaca (Scyla) and will open an office

there for awhile. I am sure it will more

than pay expenses, including the salary of

an assistant, a Protestant, who speaks Eng-

lish, Turkish and Armenian. I shall have

a table with reading matter and shall try

to make the office a pleasant center of

work. In this way I shall be thrown into

daily contact with business men, a class

that I have not been able to reach. The
reason that I did not do so sooner is that

such work cannot be done through an in-

terpreter.

Rev. Henry Easson, writing from Kyre-

nia on Saturday, July 14, says: We had a

meeting with our friends here last night

and will spend the Sabbath with them. I

wrote you last month that they had suc-

ceeded in closing all the shops on the

Sabbath, and the regulation is still in

force. Only the coffee houses and barber

shops are open, and the public market till

10 A. M. The wife of one of the men
has stopped her opposition and now the

brethren meet there every Sabbath. Last

night, when we held service there, she

listened and seemed pleased. We ask your

prayers for these three men and their

families that they may soon be able to

come out together and declare themselves

on the Lord’s side.

Antioch, Syria.—The following items

are taken from the August number of the

Reformed Presbyterian Witness :

Dr. Martin writes : In June, ’99, I
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conducted communion at Idlib and in Octo-

ber at Antioch During my
much enjoyed visit to Idlib in June the

audiences were good and the interest and

attention encouraging Six

applications for membership, including

four from Alexandretta, have been re-

ceived by us. Two persons were received

to full communion, one a son of a brother

in Idlib station, and the other a convert

from the Greek Church at that place.

During the year I have had repeated op-

portunities of giving instruction in the

gospel to the Jews On Sab-

bath, April S, 1900, 1 conducted commun-

ion in Idlib, and on the 22d in Aleppo.

On Sabbath, 29th, a communion was held

here in Antioch. There were admitted

to full communion on this occasion four

youths, all sons of members of ours, mak-

ing the additions for the year to the roll

of communicants six.

Eev. S. H. Kennedy writes:

The attendance at the day schools here

has not been as good as last year or the

year before, the average for the year be-

ing about 80—40 boys and 40 girls. Just

at present the attendance is better than

at any time since last report. On the 7th

of March we had 86 boys and 94 girls.

This is the best attendance on any day

during the year. The Idlib teacher re-

ports an attendance there of between 40

and 50. The smaller attendance at the

day schools has also had the effect of low-

ering that at Sabbath school. The aver-

age for the year is about 50—40 boys and

10 girls. The largest number during the

year wras 85. Since the beginning of

January, 1900, I have had the Sabbath

school teachers come to me on Friday

evening for the study of the lesson for

Sabbath. We have met nine times since

the beginning of the year. If our meet-

ings are as helpful to the teachers in pre-

paring for their classes as they are to me

in gaining the language, they are worth

more than the extra labor they involve

'•u my part. I have also preached some

four times in Alexandretta to very en-

couraging audiences, and held seven other

meetings at which the Word was read and

explained as well as I could. From the

receptions I have met, I believe Alexan-

dretta presents a very promising opening

for evangelistic work. It is quite unoc-

cupied, and I think we ought to include

it in some way in our field. Perhaps I

ought to mention that six persons at Alex-

andretta have requested to have their

names entered as applicants for member-

ship in the Evangelical Church. I have

also preached at Suadia, in the absence

of my brother-in-law, Mr. Dodds, who has

charge of that place, some ten times. And
I have been to Idlib twice during the year,

spending two Sabbaths each visit. On my
second visit, I made a trip to Aleppo dur-

ing the week between the two Sabbaths,

and had an opportunity of speaking at

Dr. Pyper’s clinic to a company of about

50 Jewesses. During the past year I have

continued to conduct the morning prayers

daily in our schools here, except when ab-

sent from Antioch, founding any remarks

I make either on the lesson for the coming

Sabbath in the school or on parallel pas-

sages. On two of my trips I was accom-

panied by our brother, Mokhaiel Trund-

jaan, and have been exceedingly well

pleased with the wisdom he showed in

presenting the truth of the Gospel to

those with whom we came in contact, and

with the general appropriateness of his re-

marks when speaking on religious sub-

jects.

China.

—

The records of evangelistic

work in China contained in various

missionary magazines for June impress

one generally with the fact that there is

steady, and in some cases rapid, prog-

ress along the line of Christian
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enterprise and service. The marvelous ad-

vance in Manchuria is only a specially con-

spicuous example of what has been taking

place largely throughout the empire. The
Missionary Echo of the Methodist Free

Church tells of a year’s work in Ningpo.

‘‘Much fruitfulness” is the burden of the

tale. Four new stations have been added;

269 adults have been baptized; 490 are

candidates for baptism. There is now a

total of 1,756 Christians in a population of

850,000 in the cities, towns, and villages

within the circuit of this endeavor. The
Chronicle of the London Missionary So-

ciety, in a review of the fields after a

hundred years, says of China: “It was a

field entirely closed, and the idea of the

possibility of a mission to China had not

yet found definite expression. To-day the

report deals with vigorous missions in

southern, central, western, and northern

provinces, and a staff of 77 missionaries

who are working in them.” Of last year’s

work, this Society reports “hindered

progress” in some directions, through the

ravages of plague, the disturbances of the

notorious “Boxers” causing violence, and

persecutions of the Christians. But, not-

withstanding these troubles, the report

breathes a spirit of thankfulness for the

fidelity of the native Christians, and hope-

fulness as to the issue of the conflict. The
opening of Hunau, and the settlement of

two missionaries at Yo-Chow, the first port

in that province accessible to the foreigner,

is noted as the most signal event of the

year in the history of this Society in

China. A “marked growth of educational

plans, and a general movement in the

direction of self-support,” still further

testify to this Society’s progress. The

Church Missionary Intelligencer notes a

hopeful movement in progress in South

China, at Fuh-ning in ‘ ‘the district manned

by members of the Dublin University

Fuh-kien mission.” The city church,

packed with 250 people, all definite in-

quirers, catechumens, or baptized believ-

ers, and more girls and women applying

for admission to the school than can be

accommodated. Two notable men ad-

mitted into the Church by baptism : one

a native doctor, a man of influence and

large practice in the city, who had been a

catechumen for some five years, publicly

confessed his Saviour before a large con-

gregation. The other had been a mission-

aries’ teacher for over ten years. “No one

in England,” says the report, “could real-

ize what it has probably meant to him.

His baptism will mean, perhaps, being

despised and rejected. All the city knows

about the step he has taken, and we look

upon his as perhaps the most important

baptism in the whole history of the Fuh-

ning mission. The Nazarene has con-

quered.”

Egypt.

—

The Report of the Bible

Lands Missions’ Aid Society, published in

the Star in the East, contains this item:

In the very year when our Society arose

did the United Presbyterians of America

come over the Atlantic into Egypt, be-

ginning a mission which now is standing

in the Nile Valley, a nobler monument
of spiritual triumph and beauty than any

of its glorious fabrics of world-wide re-

nown. It has 53 foreign workers, and 449

reared in their native land, and of these

68 are ordained pastors, theological stu-

dents and preachers; there are 207 stations

and churches, with a membership of 6,163,

having 11,555 in Sabbath attendance, and

a Protestant community of 22,500. It has

151 Sabbath schools, and more than 8,000

scholars. Book distribution is carried on,

medical work on a large scale, whilst in

the training colleges of Assiout are over

five hundred of the flower of Egyptian

youth under direct Christian influence.

Greatly as we appreciate this vigorous mis-

sion, we are not able to help it anywhere
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near the measure of its worth or of our de-

sire; we exceed the grant of last year, send-

ing £80.

Madagascar.— The day breaks again.

The French occupation of the island,

with the inrush of Roman Catholic mis-

sionaries, arrested for a time the work of

the Protestant Societies that so long and

so successfully had labored among the

Malagasy. The Jesuits used their oppor-

tunity to the utmost, and captured many
of the places of worship; and religious

liberty as a whole was threatened. Hap-

pily, this time of stress and storm has

passed, and calm reigns again. Most of

the schools and places of worship have

been restored to their original owners.

Religious liberty is given, and joyously ac-

cepted; and because of the trial, it is

stated there is more sincere and genuine

Christianity among the people than had

been for years previous. Chapels that

were destroyed during the rebellion are be-

ing rebuilt. Bible classes are being re-

suscitated; and—what has not happened

since the French occupation—the London

Missionary Society have begun to send re-

inforcements of young missionaries, three

being added to the staff last year. The

Paris Missionary Society has rendered

magnificent service by its timely interven-

tion, when the French language was every-

where demanded. Madagascar, though

still in parts unpacified, is quieting down;

the dark night of persecution and sorrow

appears to have passed away, and once

more the day has broken .—Missionary

Record.

AT HOME.
Beaver Falls, Pa.—We are quite en-

couraged over the prospects of College

for full term. The renovated “Dormi-

tory” will be in charge of Mr. Beggs’ fam-

ily. Mrs. Beggs is a daughter of Rev.

Samuel Sterrett, a former minister of our

church, whose memory survives. It is of

great account to have Mrs. Beggs with the

young ladies. The senior class of next

year will be the largest in the history of

the College. They who expect to do work

in the many ways in which it will he need-

ed in the years to come, ought to be in

school these years. Readiness is the thing!

W. P. Johnston.

Cambridge, Mass.

—

Dr. Samuel G.

Shaw, pastor of the Reformed Presby-

terian Congregation in Cambridge, Mass.,

informs us that they are now out of debt,

a mortgage of four thousand dollars, that

had rested on the church edifice for some

years, having been paid off on Monday,

July 9.

Central Allegheny.

—

By the death

of Miss Emma S. Orth, on the 10th of

July, Spring Garden Mission and the Cen-

tral Allegheny Congregation lost one of

their most regular attendants and faithful

workers. During the nine years she was

connected with the Mission Sabbath

School she was absent but twice, having

been detained at home both times by sick-

ness. Her parents, brother and sisters,

mourning as they do that one so young

and so devoted has been called away, have

the unspeakable satisfaction of believing

that in her case “to depart was to be with

Christ.” May God comfort them with

the consolations of His Spirit.

J. W. S.

Chicago.—Rev. Wm. McFarland has

been appointed and reappointed to Chi-

cago and has accepted. We now have a

leader again and all feel much relieved

and encouraged. Mr. McFarland will have

the hearty co-operation of the congrega-

tion. We expect to hold communion the

second Sabbath of August. We now have

over $500 in view for our church lot and

building, and we are not going outside of

our own members. We hope to buy a lot

this year. Of course, it will take seven

times 500 to buy a lot, but we expect to
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have it and many times that amount if we
need it.

Prof. Mclsaac, who is attending Chi-

cago University, teaches a Bible class in

our Sabbath school and attends all our

services. It is a pleasure to associate with

such a steadfast Christian. We now have

good singing under the leadership of Mr.

Dodds, from La Junta.

John C. M’Candless.

Morning Sun, Ia.

—

Annual report of

L. M. and Aid Society of Morning Sun,

Iowa, June, 1900: Another year of our So-

ciety is numbered with the past, and as we

look back and see God’s kindness to us,

we have great cause of thankfulness.

When we commenced our year’s work

God’s afflicting hand was laid on our

President, and for six months she was not

permitted to meet with us, but He heard

and answered the prayers offered on her

behalf and she again is with us to unite

her voice in prayer and praise to Him who
doeth all things well,

i There has been increased interest mani-

fested this year, both in attendance and

amount of money contributed. Six new

names have been added to our roll, and

three have been removed as the members

left our bounds. With an enrollment of

40 our average attendance has been 20,

some being so situated that they were not

present at any meeting during the year.

The work of the Society was much the

same as in other years. We held 12 regu-

lar meetings and one special meeting for

prayer. We sent one barrel and box of

fruit and some table linen to Indian Mis-

sion; also a box of clothing to Southern

Mission. The Literary Committee reports

359 calls made, 1,411 papers distributed,

47 packages sent away, two Bibles, five

Testaments, one Psalm book, one Brown’s

Catechism, four other books given.

Eleven packages of papers were sent to

Jewish Mission, Cincinnati, 0.

As we enter upon another year’s work

may we all be enabled to say with the

Psalmist: “O Lord, open thou my lips;

and my mouth shall shew forth thy

praise.” Rachel Hays, Sec.

Receipts.

Amount in treasury $53.66

Dues and donations 85.86

Thank offering 32.75

Total $172.27

Disbursements.

Foreign Mission (’99 Thank offer-

ing) $50.00

Indian Mission 3.37

Domestic Mission 80.45

Southern Mission 28.25

Miscellaneous 3.98

Total $165.95

Balance in treasury $6.32

Box sent to Indian Mission, value. .$16.95

Box sent to Southern Miss’n value. 42.50

Mrs. R. W. McElhinney,
Treasurer.

New Castle, Pa.—The corner-stone of

the new church building was laid Friday

evening, August 3, with appropriate ex-

ercises. In this stone was deposited a

copper box containing a copy each of

the “Confession of Faith,” “Declara-

tion and Testimony,” “Book of Disci-

pline,” “Psalm Book, ’’Church papers, city

daily papers, list of members, organiza-

tions and officers ofcongregation, together

with a brief history of the same. Quite

a crowd of people were assembled who

listened patiently and interestedly to tlie

reading of the history and the addresses

made by city pastors and others. Among
the out-of-town guests who took part in the

exercises were Rev. R. H. Martin, Col-

lege Hill, Pa.; Moses Greenberg, Phila-

delphia, Pa., and Rev. W. R. Laird,

West Chester, Pa., former pastor of the
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congregation. The occasion was a very

joyous one to all present.

The Sabbath school of the congregation

decided not to hold a picnic this year,

but to devote the money ordinarily thus

spent to the relief of the famine suffer-

ers in India. About $23.00 were given

in the collection taken for this pur-

pose.

A class of the Christian Endeavorers

has recently been organized for the study

of China and the Chinese people. It is

conducted by the pastor of the congrega-

tion. Com.

Union, Pa.—

A

t the communion at

Union on the fourth Sabbath of May
there was no accession, and for the very

good reason that all the young people, old

enough, had already connected with the

congregation. Brother Kilpatrick can

say what not many pastors can, that with

a single exception all of those who have

reached years of maturity since he became

pastor have united with the church—an

exceptional record, and one of which any

pastor would have reason to be proud.

Here, as in nearly all of our country con-

gregations, the young are attracted to the

city, where are so much better opportuni-

ties for obtaining employment. The re-

sult is that Union does not more than

hold its own. Does not the fact that the

young are all in the church, and owing to

causes that cannot be controlled, the

congregation does not increase in mem-
bership, emphasize the duty and the ne-

cessity for going out and reaching with

the gospel the unsaved in the neighbor-

hood, and in this way “fill the Lord's

house”? The communion, which • was

very pleasant, was made the more so by

the presence of Father Galbraith, who

for many years had ministered to the con-

gregation as pastor. J. W. S.

In his book on foreign missions, Dr. A. C. Thompson says, “The church that

is not missionary in spirit must repent or wane; the pastor who is not should reform

or resign.”

Truer words were never written. A church may grow in numbers and in social

influence of a worldly character while it has no missionary spirit: but it is waning in

vital life, and if it does not repent it, like the church at Sardis, will die. A preacher

may be growing in learning and eloquence and in attractiveness, drawing crowds to his

pulpit; but if he is destitute of the missionary spirit he is also destitute of soul-saving

power, is out of place in the Christian ministry, and should “reform or resign.”

The key to the situation is the pastor. A pastor who is thoroughly missionary in

spirit can in a surprisingly short period wake up and enthuse the most indifferent

congregation. But it cannot be done by preaching one sermon a year on Missions.

There must be ‘ ‘ line upon line, and precept upon precept. ” The Sabbath school and
the Y. P. S. must be organized for missionary work; but first of all the pastor must
be himself baptized with the spirit of Missions; he must feel that his commission
requires him to “go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature;”

that the Jerusalem at which he is to begin is his pulpit, but that the outermost bounds
of his parish are “all nations.”

How this thought exalts the ministry and enlarges the scope of its influence

and power ! Brother, your immediate parish may be small, and you may long for a

larger one, but it is larger now by far than you think. “ Lift up your eyes and see
;

”

behold, the whole world-field is white with the harvest, and invites you to gather
golden sheaves. Your parish includes the foreign mission fields of your church,

and all missionary territory within the bounds of your own country. See to it that

lines of hallowed, saving influence and power radiate directly from your pulpit into

all these countries.

—

Exchange.
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MONOGRAPHS.

REFORMED PRESBYTERIANISM IN
THE LOWER PROVINCES OF

CANADA.
In Olive Trees for 1899 there appeared

brief sketches of the five ministers who
were sent, in the first half of the nine-

teenth century, to the Lower Provinces of

Canada as representatives of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. To
these men, under God, belongs exclusively

the honor of planting the principles of

the Second Reformation in that part of

America. As the record of their life-work

clearly shows they labored with great fidel-

ity in the face of many difficulties and,

without the appliances and assistance

necessary to successful missionary opera-

tions, accomplished results far-reaching

and permanent.

In September, 1847, Alexander Charles

Stuart, who was formerly connected with

the Eastern Reformed Presbyterian Synod

in Ireland and had completed his theologi-

cal course at the Hall of the Original Se-

cession Church in Edinburgh, Scotland,

under the famous Dr. Thomas McCree,

applied to the Presbytery of New Bruns-

wick and Nova Scotia for licensure. This

application was made, in his own words,

“on the ground of principle, convinced

that the principles of your church arc

most agreeable to the Word of God."

After hearing the usual pieces of trial and

examining the candidate on the usual

subjects, Presbytery agreed to license him

to preach the gospel. But that action

was only taken, as the Minutes declare, “in

consideration of his excellent certificates

as to moral character and satisfactory cre-

dentials as to having passed through a

regular collegiate curriculum, and in con-

nection with the hope that his attention

to mental culture and the study of the

Divine Word would promote aptness to

teach and ultimately fully sustain us in

a step that the present exigencies of the

Church seemed to demand/’ For two or

three years Mr. Stuart preached in New
Brunswick but his services not proving

satisfactory, either to the Presbytery or to

the people, he went to the United States.

The future movements of this brother,

who was ordained to the work of the min-

istry and installed pastor of a congrega-

tion in Ontario, Canada, in 1853, by the

Montreal Presbytery of the United Presby-

terian Church, are not necessary to com-

plete this narrative.

In 1861, Robert M., eldest son of the

eminent Rev. Wm. Sommerville, who had

graduated from the Queen's University in

Ireland in 1860 and had been licensed to

preach by the Eastern Presbytery, January

3, 1861, accepted a call from the united

congregations of Horton and Cornwallis,

as “assistant and successor” to his father.

He was ordained and installed October IS,

of the same year. But, as he did little

more than preach on the Sabbath, the

government inspection of public schools

in Kings Co., N. S., engaging his whole

attention for at least seven years, from

1866 to November, 1873, when he resigned

and removed to the United States, he

cannot be regarded as having been at that

time a factor of any importance in the

work of the ministry.

These two brethren are named simply

that the story may be complete. Their

assistance was merely nominal and only

serves to bring out more clearly that the

progress of Reformed Presbyterianism in

the Lower Provinces of Canada, up to

June, 1879, when the New Brunswick and

Nova Scotia Presbytery was transferred to

the American Synod, was due in a large
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measure to the labors, often lonely and al-

ways self-denying, of the pioneer mission-

aries from Ireland.

On the 25th of August, 1881, nearly

three years after the death of the late Rev.

Wm. Sommerville, Thomas McFall, gradu-

ate of Geneva College in 1875 and licenti-

ate of Pittsburgh Presbytery in 1879, was

ordained and installed pastor of the con-

gregation of Horton and Cornwallis. A
young man, .without any practical experi-

ence in pastoral work, and called to suc-

ceed a man of varied experiences during

a pastorate of forty-seven years, greatly

beloved, and very decided in his views on

certain points on which men, even of the

same faith, do not always think alike, Mr.

McFall soon found that his new position

demanded tact and prudence, not only to

prevent friction, but the withdrawal of

some members, if not whole families, from

the communion of the Church. Only a

few individuals, however, went away, and

those not because of any want of attach-

ment to the new minister, but largely

owing to their own idiosyncrasies. Dur-

ing a pastorate of nineteen years he has

received seventy-four into the fellowship

of the Church. And, after deducting

thirty-four who have entered into rest,

twenty-five certified to sister churches,

conspicuously those in Boston, Mass., to

whose numerical strength the Nova Scotia

congregations have always been large con-

tributors, and twelve or thirteen not walk-

ing orderly, he is now able to report a

membership of eighty-two in Cornwallis,

the Horton branch, which returned only

fifteen in 1882, the year after his settle-

ment, having now only a nominal hold on

the Church.

Few fields demand so much toil and self-

denial as that in which Mr. McFall labors.

He preaches every Sabbath at Cornwallis

in the morning. Church Street every alter-

nate afternoon, and Horton* once a month
in the evening, except during winter,

driving, to meet these monthly appoint-

ments, a distance of twenty-eight miles,

and returning home on Monday. Every

third Sabbath, in addition to the 11 A. M.
service in Cornwallis, he goes to Berwick

at 3 P. M., and Forest Glen, a mountain

out-station formerly connected with the

Wilmot Congregation, when the late Rev.

R. Stewart was pastor there, at 7:30 P. M.,

except from December to April when the

nights are so dark that he cannot drive

fast enough to reach the place in time for

evening service. This also involves a

journey of twenty-eight miles. The fourth

Sabbath, when he only preaches twice, is

comparatively a day of rest. Ministers who
have visited Nova Scotia will unite with

me in bearing witness to the fidelity with

which Mr. McFall discharges his duties.

No pastor is more beloved in the homes of

his people. Even in families of other de-

nominations he is, especially in the hour

of sorrow, a welcome visitor.

On the 4th of August, 1882, or nearly

*Horton is now given up.
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three years after the resignation of Rev.

A. M. Stavely, A. J. McFarland was in-

stalled pastor of the congregation in St.

John, N. B., and remained in that rela-

tionship till December 20, 1894. At the

time of his settlement there were forty-

nine communicants and, when he resigned,

there were sixty-two.

In reply to a request for some incidents

of interest during his pastorate. Dr. Mc-

Farland has kindly sent me the following

account of the payment of the debt on the

church property, which is worthy of pres-

ervation:

“When I went to St. John I found a

large number of churches newly erected

to take the places of those that had been

destroyed in the great fire of 1877. The

Covenanter Church was in the fire-swept

district. Our people had sold the old lot

and purchased another in a more central

location, on the corner of Peel and Carle

-

ton Streets. This lot was 40x90 feet. On

it I found, when I went to St. John, a

brick building 40x60 feet, two stories

high. The lower part was finished, so that

public services could be held at the time

of my first visit in January, 1882. During

this and the following year the upper part

of the church was finished, and a three-

story manse, 30x40 feet, was also erected

at the rear of the church on the unoccu-

pied portion of the lot. The lot adjoin-

ing the church property, 50x90 feet, was

purchased so that the church building

should be free from danger of being dark-

ened by buildings that might be erected

too close on that side. In this way there

was incurred a debt of over $11,000.

“In 1884 the congregation, by the aid

of the brethren in the States, was enabled

to reduce this debt to something over

$8,000. When the crisis to the congre-

gation came in 1887, the Church in the

States was canvassed thoroughly for six

months, and with the encouraging result

that the debt was reduced to $2,700.

Under this load it seemed the congrega-

tion must struggle, and the burden was

cheerfully taken up.

“At this time, Mrs. Rachel Stevenson,

one of the members of the congregation,

concerned for the welfare of the Church

more than for her own, undertook, with

the help of Elder R. A. H. Morrow, to find

her brother, James Mitchell, in New Zea-

land, from whom she had not heard for

thirteen years. Their search was success-

ful. In his change of location the corre-

spondence between him and his sister had

been broken up. He was as glad to hear

from her, as she was to find him. At her

suggestion, and in answer to his own re-

quest, a full statement of the financial

trouble of the congregation of St. Johu

was sent to him, and in about eight weeks

there came from him the following letter:

Hawera, N. Z., Oct. 31, 1888.

Rev. A. J. McFarland:

Dear Sir—I received your letter on the

16th of October in answer to my letter ask-

ing for a full account of your church diffi-

culties. You have given a satisfactory
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explanation, and I am very glad to be of some
service in being able to lend a helping hand
for so worthy an object.

I am also glad to hear that Mrs. Steven-

son, my sister, has the friendship and sym-
pathy of yourself and congregation. Un-
doubtedly your church and congregation

have had many ups and downs, and have

had to contend with many difficulties, which
makes the object more worthy of the support

of any right thinking person. Enclosed you
will therefore find a draft for $2,700, or in

English money £562 10s. By advice of my
banker I am sending this draft differently

to the way I sent the one to my sister, which

you will see on looking over the draft. Hop-
ing this will find you and my sister in good

health, and that this donation of mine will

wipe away all your debts, is the earnest wish

of your devoted friend,

James Mitchell.

“The ‘earnest wish’ of our far-away

benefactor was fully realized. In a very

short time the mortgage was lifted, and

the congregation sang the one hundred

and twenty-sixth Psalm in expression of

their joy and gratitude for the wonderful

deliverance.”

In the opinion of Dr. McFarland the

outlook for Reformed Presbyterianism at

this time was fully as good as that of any

church in St. John. “We were,” he writes,

“the only congregation of those whose

churches had been destroyed by the great

fire, that was clear of debt. And most, if

not all the churches that were out of the

path of the fire were more or less in debt.

In the twelve years of my sojourn in St.

John nearly all the older members had

passed away, and a number of families had

moved away. But the standing of the con-

gregation in the city for liberality ‘was/ as

a pastor of another congregation said to

me, ‘easily first.’ It was also first in its

interest in reform work, such as National

Reform, Temperance, Anti-Secrecy and

Municipal Reform. Though comparative-

ly few in number, the members and ad-

herents of the little Covenanter Church
in St. John exerted an influence for good

in the city that was not exceeded by any

equal number of any other church. In the

year 1892, four years after the debt was

cleared away, the amount contributed by
the congregation for all purposes was

$2,700, or nearly $45 per member.”

The same year that Mr. McFarland was

settled in St. John, Rev. James R. Law-
son, the beloved pastor of the congrega-

tion at Barnesville, about twenty miles

flom the city, was forced by failing health

to resign. The vacant pulpit was supplied

with more or less regularity by licentiates

from the United States till May 2G, 1887,

when Thomas Patton, who had been

preaching there, under the direction of

the Central Board of Missions, for six

months, was, in response to a very hearty

and harmonious call, ordained and in-

stalled as pastor. The call was a surprise

to Mr. Patton, and was only accepted after

mature and prayerful consideration. At
that time, as official statistics show, there

were fifty-three in the communion of the

church, and, when the pastoral relation-

ship was dissolved on September 28, 1891,

there were sixty-five, a large net increase
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when the number of deaths during this

brief pastorate is taken into account.

In a private letter, Mr. Patton speaks in

the highest terms of the people. “Weak,

financially,” he writes, “they struggled to

meet their obligations as few congregations

do. It was not because of lack of support

that the pastor resigned, but owing to the

failure of Mrs. Patton’s health. Barnes-

ville had its full share of good earnest

Christians. The faithful and devoted min-

istry of Rev. J. R. Lawson was evident in

the sturdy piety of the people.”

After the resignation of Mr. Patton the

congregation at Barnesville was without

the oversight of a minister for nearly

seven years, and its membership was re-

duced to thirty-six. On the 27th of May,

1898, W. T. K. Thompson was installed

pastor. The previous day he had been or-

dained and installed pastor of St. John

congregation, which had been without the

services of a minister for nearly four years,

and he found there only thirty-one com-

municants, with a number of adher-

ents.

These two organizations united in call-

ing Mr. Thompson, agreeing to contribute

towards his salary in proportion to the

amount of time given to each congrega-

tion. At first he tried preaching in

Barnesville in the morning and St. John
in the evening, but this arrangement did

not prove satisfactory. His present plan

is to preach every alternate Sabbath in

each place from May 1 to the end of the

year, and the rest of the time is given ex-

clusively to St. John. On the days when
there is no preaching the people come to-

gether for prayer and praise, and some one

reads a sermon. In this way meetings

were kept up all the time they were with-

out pastoral oversight. As Mr. Thompson
writes: “It is only a repetition of the con-

duct of the ‘Society People’ in the early

days of our Church. It held them to-

gether then and it seems to have done the

same in these cases.”

It is easy to realize the many difficulties

and discouragements that this young pas-

tor has to contend with, and yet he is

laboring with great diligence and not with-

out some measure of success. His work is

uphill all the time.

If these congregations are to recover the

lost positions of influence in the communi-

ties where they are located and were once

and for many years vital forces, each one

must have its own pastor. And surely the

Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church of North America has some re-

sponsibility in this matter.

MISSIONARY LIFE ON TANNA.

Through the kindness of Dr. John G.

Patou we are able to give our readers the

following extract from the journal of his

son, Rev. Frank H. L. Paton, missionary

on West Tanna, which he received in July

and which is dated April 30, 1900:

When the steamer came it was Sabbath.

A heavy sea was running, the glass was
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falling, so the captain sent ashore a boat

for the mail, then steamed away to Futuna.

As our kerosene had been overcarried the

trip before this meant no light in the

house for one month. But fortunately

the Worthingtons had a little and shared

it with us. This enabled us to have two

hours' light each evening till the steamer

returned. Of course, the steamer was not

to blame for this as much as the foul

weather and a rock-bound coast.

About this time things were very un-

settled among the heathen. Besides the

desire to shoot one of the worshipping-

people there -was a rumored desire to shoot

Mr. Worthington. This kept our friends in

anxiety and suspense for a week or two.

But gradually the rumors died down, and

a more settled feeling began to show itself.

Inland, however, there is an uneasy feel-

ing. Three Aniwans came over from

Weasisi, passing on their way through

Ikunala, where we stopped the cannibal

feast. Tausi advised them to return by

a different road next day, which they did.

It now appears the murderous ruffians of

Ikunala had planned to shoot them on

their return, but were baffled owing to

their returning by a different road. All

this shows how bitter the heathen are just

now, and how careful we have to be in go-

ing amongst them. It is because they

now realize fully how utterly opposed the

Gospel is to all their devilry, and that they

must fight it to the death or yield. It is

a healthy sign and shows more than any-

thing the hold the Gospel is getting in the

district, but it also means a good deal of

anxiety for our people and ourselves.

But God is for us, and the heathen

can do nothing to us without His

will.

Over against this bitter opposition we
have much that is cheering. Our people

are faithful and full of ‘brightness; the

candidates’ class is growing steadily, and

good progress is made in the school. So

many are coming to us that our church

is now uncomfortably crowded.

At Loaneia also there is much life and

movement in the work. Several noted

heathen have joined the worship, and this

has greatly weakened the heathen party in

that district, who now eat humble pie.

But the greatest encouragement of all

comes from the north. There a great

movement towards the worship has taken

place. Various things have prepared the

way for this—Ialemyau’s faithful work;

the deep impression caused by Numanian’s

martyrdom; the constant going and com-

ing of our boat with Loanatit Christian

natives who had taken refuge at Lenakel;

the arrival of Dick Nimilig from Queens-

land, where he had been converted under

Mrs. McKenzie’s teaching, and the out-

break of dysentery resulting in many
deaths. All these and other means the

Holy Spirit has used to arouse the con-

science of the people. Now they have

flocked together to the coast just to the

north of Loanatit. Boat-loads have come

to Lenakel and Loaneia, and among them

some of the principal natives from Lone-

botbot, where Numanian was martyred.

It was no small joy to see in the church

at Lenakel one of the two men who faced

us with levelled guns on that never-to-be-

forgotten day. Others are crying out to

us to send teachers. I went myself one

day to see how the work was going on, and

was astounded to see the wonderful work

of God in these heathen hearts. About

60 clothed people crowded around us and

eagerly listened to the Gospel message.

They were living in caves, and many of

them were ill with dysentery. Their one

cry was, “Send us the Gospel or we per-

ish!” They regard the dysentery as a

judgment upon their evil conduct, and say,

“If you don’t send us a teacher we will

come to Lenakel.” We were all deeply
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touched, and after leaving a good supply

of medicine we pulled back to Lenakel.

The people sent a message after us: "If

you don't send us a teacher we will seize

the next one that visits us in the boat and

detain him by force!”

While we were thinking and praying

about this new movement, Iakave and

Kawa volunteered to go there as teachers.

Kawa was to have gone to Touar Ribor,

but heathenism is rampant there just now

and the friendly natives are overawed. So

we held a great meeting in the church at

which representatives from the north pled

for teachers. Their argument was, “We
must have the worship. If we can’t get

teachers, we will come to Lenakel. But

in that case there would be no check on

the heathenism in our district, and things

there would go from bad to worse. Let

us have teachers and we will hold our

ground and the word of Jesus 'will spread

among the inland heathen.” Kawa and

Iakave then got up and stated their de-

sire to go and labor among these people.

We had much prayer, and then decided

to send Iakave and Kawa. The northern-

ers at once set out with the glad news, and

returned next day to say that in one week

the teachers’ house would be ready.

All this brought great joy to us, and we
pray that our teachers there may be pre-

served. It is a post of no little danger,

for the mountain heathen are still thirst-

ing for the blood of the saints. But we

feel that God is moving in this, and we

are simply following where He seems to

lead us.

Inland to the south the Noura tribe

fired at a man belonging to the Nelpai-

mene. Lomai and Nilua visited first the

Koura tribe and then the Nelpaimene. At

the second tribe they found that a war

party had just gone out to retaliate. They

urged them to give up the fight, and after

some earnest words the Chief sent a mes-

sage recalling the war-party. Nilua and

Lomai then held a service with them, and

they promised to give up the fighting.

The same day another party of us visited

a tribe to the far south, and met with

great encouragement. A third party vis-

ited the tribes in between.

A few days after this we visited Mala

and his people 'at Lokavit. I rode on

ahead to collect the people, and just as I

mounted the last hillock I came upon two

little girls. At first they ran in terror,

but when I called out they shouted with

delight to find it was the missionary.

They told me that Mala and some of his

people were in the bush, but that they

would go and find them. In about half

an hour they arrived, and we found that

the threatened fighting had not broken

out and that the work was encouraging.

Our visit cheered the people, and what we

saw cheered us. After a long service we

made our way homeward.

It was now near steamer time, and we

were busy preparing for our visit to

Aniwa, when our little Frankie took ill.

Our hearts sank when we found that he

had caught the prevailing dysentery. We
did all that love could do for our little

darling, but he grew rapidly weaker. At

last the steamer came, and with her Dr.

Ewen Mackenzie. He was very kind, and

gave us invaluable advice. He thought

the wrorst was over, and advised us to go

on to Aniwa, as we had originally intend-

ed. We u:ere glad also to see Mrs. Mc-

Kenzie and our brother missionaries, Mr.

and Mrs. F. G. Bowde and Mr. J. Mc-

Kenzie.

The Tannese greatly touched us by

their kind thoughtfulness. When the sail

cry wras heard at the point, not one shout

was raised on the station or in any of the

villages near. The natives came in si-

lence and told us, lest the shouting should

disturb our little invalid. Many of the
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women were in tears when we went into

the boat, and Iesua, Frankie’s nurse,

cried as if her heart would break. When
we were half way to the ship a cheer was
raised from the shore. “They have taken

a long time to think of it,” said one of the

passengers. No, they only waited till the

boat was far enough away, so that the

cheers would not disturb their beloved

“Faranke.” As the boat left the ship

again, they told us that on the Monday
they would go up in force and settle

Iakave and Kawa, near Loanatit.

When the captain saw how ill Frankie

was, he very kindly decided to steam

straight to Aniwa, so as to save us a night

on board. This meant a great deal to us,

as also did his placing his cabin on the

bridge at our disposal. Everyone on board

was most kind. On our way to Aniwa, we
landed Mr. Hume with Mr. Watt’s mails

at Port Resolution. We arrived at Aniwa
between four and five o’clock in the even-

ing, and were welcomed by the natives on

the beach.

The next few days were sad ones for us.

Not only was our baby very ill, but we
found that the Aniwans had yielded to a

heathen request from Tanna for black-

mail in connection with sorcery. Two
Aniwans had fallen so terribly as to send

over to Tanna some food, part of which

had been eaten by three other Aniwans,

in the hope that their lives might be

taken by sorcery. The whole island had
met and agreed to pay the Tannese money
to refrain from acting upon this. The
elder had bowed before the storm and al-

lowed the money to be paid. This was a

great blow to us, and I called upon the

whole island to unite in a week of hu-

miliation and prayer. Daily I solemnly

addressed them, and tried to show them
how terrible had been their fall. They
were deeply penitent, and elder and peo-

ple humbled themselves before God, and

cried for forgiveness and. for an outpour-

ing of the Holy Spirit. I believe God is

overruling this evil for good, by hum-
bling the people and bringing them into

closer dependence upon Himself.

All this time our baby was sinking.

Night and day we baffled with the disease,

and prayed for recovery. But God willed

otherwise, and at 4:35 on Monday, April

23rd, our little darling passed away. It

was a sore blow to us, but we felt that

God’s will was best for him and for us.

God comforted us with a loving tender-

ness, and wre felt His presence more real

than ever before. Truly God is love, and

all He does is done in love. It was agony

to see our little one suffer, and we thanked

God when he was at rest. The blessedness

of the change for him makes it easier for

us to bear our sorrow.

The natives soon heard the sad news,

and from all over the island they came

to show their sympathy. Many of them

came in and sat down in silence, but with

the tears running down their faces.

The elder and teachers dug the grave,

while Mrs. Paton and I made the little cof-

fin. We buried him beside Lena and Wal-

ter, my little sister and brother, and the

natives brought lovely white coral to beau-

tify his grave. How empty the house

seemed when we went back to it!

The next day the Aniwans brought us a

present of yam and fowls to express their

sympathy with us in our sorrow. And on

Friday Mr. McMillan came over from Wea-

sisi to see how Frankie was. He was most

kind, and his sympathy greatly cheered us.

We sorely miss our little Frankie, but

we thank God for all that he has been to

us these 18 months, and for all that he

has taught us. We praise Him, too, for

the softening influence our wee bairn was

upon the natives. Unconsciously he did

his part in the work at Lenakel, and he

did it better than we did ours.
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OUR CHURCH WORK AT HOME.
How shall we interest church members

in the different departments of church

work?

They must be made acquainted with

the needs of each. The collections for the

Domestic Mission Fund last year were

altogether insufficient to enable the Board

to pay the amounts appropriated by Synod.

An appeal, containing a plain statement

of the facts, was issued and an effort made

to have a copy reach every family in the

Church. The result was that the preced-

ing year's deficit was made up and the

appropriations paid in full.

Remembering our experience and en-

deavoring to profit by it, at the first meet-

ing of the Board after Synod, I suggested

that we send out before each collection

for missions under our care an appeal.

The suggestion was adopted. The appeal

will be published in the church papers and

not sent in circular form to the different

congregations. Seeing the expense would

have been considerable and the labor in-

creased, perhaps it would have been better

to have ordered issued five thousand copies

of each appeal and to have arranged for

their distribution so that at least one

would reach every home. As it is, how-

ever, the Board has taken the necessary

steps to have the Church informed as to

the needs of the different missions under

its care.

This, however, is not all that is neces-

sary in order that the amounts asked for

be raised. Too frequently little or no at-

tention is paid to “appeals.” Often thev

are not read or, if read, dismissed from

the mind without a second thought. The

effect they will have depends largely on

the prominence given to them by pastors.

They should be read to congregations and

enforced. A few earnest, commendatory

words from the pulpit will go a great way

to induce the members to contribute liber-

ally. If nothing favorable is said but a

bare announcement made, the collection

is almost sure to be shamefully small.

Any information needed to supplement

the appeal can be had by referring to the

report of the Board published in the min-

utes of Synod and the monthly reports of

the Treasurer. The church papers con-

tain items of information relating to the

different missions that can be referred to

from the pulpit as occasion offers with

advantage.

The following figures will show the

necessity for a liberal response to the ap-

peals of the Board. On July 1, there was

reported a deficit in the Chinese Mission

Fund of $147.83, the collection for which

is to be taken up on the third Sabbath of

September; the amount asked for is $1,-

500; in the Indian Mission the deficit was

$544.11; date for collection, October, third

Sabbath, and amount asked for, $3,000;

Southern Mission, deficit, $881.18; amount

asked for $5,000; date for collection Xo-

vember, first Sabbath. In the Domestic

Mission Fund, there was at above date only

a balance of $495.01; date of collection,

September, first Sabbath; amount asked

for, $6,000. At the July meeting of the

Board, the quarterly dividend for payment

of amounts appropriated by Synod to Pres-

byteries from the Domestic Mission Fund

was declared. The small sum on hand

will enable the church to judge as to the

amount distributed.

Will not pastors read from the pulpit

and press home the appeals sent out by the

Board?

J. W. Sproull.

LETTER FROM SOPHIA IBRAHIM
TO ZAHARA.*

C ,
Apr. 4, 1900.

Dear One, Heart of my Heart, My

* Translated by Rev. R. J. Dodds , who says there is some
hope that she may be permitted to return to Tarsus.
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Darling Sister, the Precious Zahara:—May
you live, forever! From this far away

place, across that wide sea which lies be-

tween us, I kiss your dear cheeks, and en-

treat your faithful prayers on my behalf

continually.

Let me remind you, dear one, that from

the time you left me here till now I have

not had letter or word of any kind from

you, not a single word to comfort *my anx-

ious mind, my mind so full of foreboding

for you: yet I am always writing to you.

Oh, why does never an answer come back

to me? I am so sorrowful, my dear sister!

Do send me an answer to this letter, dear

one, and gladden my heart.

Do you know that I am very angry with

you for having forgotten me with such

complete forgetfulness? Yes, so vexed

that if I ever come where you are I shall

not even glance at your face.

My Dear Sister, I am longing for the

sight of you as the parched earth thirsts

for the showers of rain. I beg of you to

send me your picture that I may see your

lovely face; that I may turn to it when the

longing comes over me.

But I keep always saying to myself,

Zahara is no longer alive for never a letter

or a word do I get from her. You are so

unaffectionate, my sister. I plead with

you to answer this letter immediately and

send me your answer in the quickest pos-

sible way.

Dear sister, light of my eyes, I beseech

you to read this letter and recall me to

your memory. I never cease to pray to the

Lord of lords, who created all things that

exist, that ere long He will allow us to

meet again. It will be like the meeting of

Joseph and his brethren.

Do not feel anxious about me; God is

very good to me. I have health and

strength. I lack only the sight of you,

whom I long to have ever near me, never

to be separated day or night.

Should you hear from Telgie please send

me her letter.

Now I must close. Give my love to our

dear father; I kiss his honorable hands.

Give my regards to Rezheeb, to all in your

vicinity who ask about me. Remember

me to all the school girls, and to the ladies,

and to all the teachers. May you be kept

ever in safety.

Your Sister Sophia.

CHINA AND MISSIONARIES.
The Evening Post of New York con-

tains, in its issue for Tuesday, July 31,

1900, an interview with George F. Sew-

ard, ex-M mister of the United States to

China, in which he gives his views on the

troubles in that country. Olive Trees

reprints what he says in reference to the

influence of the missionaries and the Chi-

nese attitude towards them:

People at large make too much of mis-

sionary work as an occasion for trouble.

There are missionaries who are iconoclasts,

but this is not their spirit, in great meas-

ure. They are men of education and judg-

ment. They depend upon spiritual weap-

ons and good works. For every enemy

a missionary makes, he makes fifty friends.

The one enemy may arouse an ignorant

rabble to attack him. While I was in

China—twenty years—I always congratu-

lated myself on the fact that the mission-

aries were there. There were good men
and able men among the merchants and

officials, but it was the missionary who
exhibited the foreigner in benevolent

work, as having other aims than those

which may justly be called selfish. The
good done by missionaries in the way of

education, of medical relief, and of other

charities cannot be overstated. If in

China there were none other than mission-

ary influences, the upbuilding of that

great people would go forward securely.

I was nearly twenty years in China, en-

deavoring to serve our Government and
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people. During all that time not an

American missionary suffered death from
the violence of the Chinese. I am not a

religionist, not a church member, but I

have the profoundest admiration for the

missionary as I have known him in China.

He is a power for good and for peace, not

for evil.

A TRIP TO TARTOOS.
Concludedfrom page 256.

Latakia, Syria, May 11, 1900.

Dear Little Readers of Olive Trees :

Monday evening we all took a walk out

back of the town and back round by the

sea again. Charles took his donkey along

for M. Yacob’s boys to ride on, turn

about. They had never seen such a little

donkey before. While the rest were en-

joying themselves I took my fill of gazing

at the island just opposite. How grand

and lovely it looked away out there by

itself just under the setting sun with the

great blue-black sea all about it. Tues-

day evening we took our supper and all

went out to one of the many gardens with

which Tartoos is surrounded. I liked the

gardens about Tartoos far better than at

Latakia. They are arranged and planned

so nicely, and abound in oranges, lemons,

apricots, plums, olives, figs, grapes, and

quinces and all kinds of vegetables, be-

sides being enclosed by high walls and

great cactus hedges and surrounded by tall

trees called “Persian Lilac” or “The Pride

of India.” It is in bloom now and smells

as fragrant as our home lilac. Shortly

after noon Wednesday, Mr. Stewart and

M. Salim returned hot and tired. After

school in the evening we all went to visit

a grand old church partially in ruins.

How sad to see all the beautifully carved

pillars crumbling away and the massive

walls demolished. It must have once been

equal to some of the cathedrals in Genoa

and Naples, or even in London. It was

built by the Crusaders many, many years

ago, but is now in the hands of the Mos-

lems who have built a minaret on one

corner and are using the main building

for prayers in summer, because it is so

large and deep and open
;
so much cooler

than the Mosque. At the back is a little

dark room from which a narrow flight of

winding stairs leads to the grass-covered

roof above. We counted 45 steps to the

roof, theb 32 up into the minaret, making

in all 77 steps up, thereby gaining us a

magnificent view of the ancient looking

city at our feet, the sea immediately be-

yond and the island out at sea. In the

evening several of the men came in and

sat till after worship. Mr. Stewart read

the chapter and explained it to them.

Thursday morning we had a delightful

sail over to the “Island of Arvad,” three

miles out. It took us just 40 minutes to

go out. We walked clear round the

island, which is high and rocky, but very

small; hardly a mile in circumference.

On the very margin of the sea there are

the remains of double Phoenician walls of

huge bevelled stones. One part of the

wall is still 30 or 40 feet high and was

originally 15 or 20 feet thick. The har-

bor was on the northeast side, formed by

carrying out into the sea two great walls

of stone. Arvad is said to have been

founded by fugitives from Sidon, and

“Strabo” testifies to its strength and

prosperity and especially to the well-

known nautical skill of the inhabitants.

“The inhabitants of Arvad were thy mari-

ners; the men of Arvad with thine army

were upon the walls round about.” (Ezek.

xxvii, 8, 11). And this is still their oc-

cupation and skill up to this day. There

are no animals upon the island except

chickens, cats and dogs. Many of the

inhabitants never saw a horse or cow, or

even a donkey. The people are bigoted

Moslems with the exception of two or

three Greek families who live there to ply
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tneir trade. We stopped at one of these

houses to rest and were treated to glasses

of refreshing lemonade. M. Halul used

to teach on the island and these people

were his friends. We then meandered

through the old ruined fort and finally

came out on the roof where the light-

house has been built. Here we had a

fine bird’s-eye view of the whole island; of

the surrounding sea; of Tartoos and of the

beautiful snow-capped Lebanons beyond

Tripoli. They seemed “so near and yet

so far.” The houses built upon the old

wall and cliff rocks and the many caves

underneath were something wonderful.

The ground under our feet seemed a solid

mass of old macadamized floors and foun-

dation stones of walls and houses long

since razed to the ground. And now the

sea washes up over what was once a strong

fortified Phoenician city. “A spot rarely

seen, but full of interest.” A fine breeze

had risen in the meantime and we sailed

back in 30 minutes. We were quite ready

for our 1 o’clock dinner. After school in

the evening again we went to see the old

city wall, and the mote outside and the

remains of the old fortress. Tartoos was

the ancient Aradus. We also came upon

the ruined arches of an old Jewish temple.

It was something different from any ruins

we have seen heretofore. The Moslem

children in this quarter had never before

seen people wearing hats, and they an-

noyed us very much by following us hard

behind and calling to others to “come

and see the hats, come and see the hats!”

In the evening Air. Stewart preached to a

fairly large audience. Friday morning

Mr. Stewart preached again at the regular

time for opening the school, keeping the

children in session after the sermon, as a

better plan than letting them run wild

all day. . Mr. Stewart visited and ex-

amined Bible and Catechism classes. M.

Yacob preached in the evening.

Saturday morning the landlord of the

house we rent for the work here, got up

a picnic for us, so we all went and would

have had a fine time if it had not turned

out so hot. A burning east wind blew

until about half an hour before our return

to town. A real Syrian picnic is quite

different from a picnic at home. They

always take with them a great platter of

“kibby,” which is simply ground wheat

and pounded meat kneaded together into

a dough. A layer of this is spread on the

bottom of the brazen platter, and then a

filling made up of chopped meat and

onions and peppers and spices, is put all

over this layer of wheat dough. Then an-

other layer or top is put on the wheat

dough, and finally, melted butter is poured

over it, and it is sent out and baked in the

public oven. At this picnic they cooked

the fish and rice right there. They always

finish off with sweets and fruit. We
have grown to endure if not entirely to

like most of these dishes, even to the

bread that can also be used as a napkin

when necessary.

Mr. Stewart preached again in the even-

ing. Sabbath morning was a complete

contrast to the day before, being chilly and

threatening rain. After Sabbath school

Mr. Stewart held the solemn communion

service with 15 communicants, counting

ourselves. M. Haleel’s wife joined. Her

brother also wished to join, but they found

it was going to create such a stir among

kith and kin that they gave it up for this

time. We understood that 10 young men
(some married) have quit fasting and go-

ing to the Greek Church. They attended

our services regularly and also evening

family worship. The room was crowded

and many had to sit outside during the

services. Our room is far too small at

such a time. It is one of the school

rooms. They also need another school

room. It is hard to work without room
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and tools. The Soda and Melchi teachers

came down for the services. M. Salim

Saleh preached in the afternoon to an au-

dience mostly new. In the evening eight

young men gathered in and M. Iialeel read

to them, after which Mr. Stewart had

prayers with them. They seemed, to en-

joy so much these evening meetings.

Monday we expected to go to Melchi, a two

hours’ ride up into the mountains; but it

was raining hard when we awoke in the

morning and it rained by spells most of the

day. Mr. Stewart visited and examined

classes in school and Sitt Helani and I

spent the morning darning and mending
for our families. We also made some

orange marmalade for the children's

pieces. M. Yacob’s family were six and

we were four, besides M. Salim and our

servant. So you see we had to work as well

as play. Mr. Stewart took me out for a

walk between showers in the afternoon,

and we saw some old caves and parts of

the city wall before unseen by any of us.

After school I went with M. Emily to visit

some poor people—and oh, how poor! It

made me wish I had millions. But in-

stead of getting millions I got caught in a

shower and returned home quite wet.

Mr. Stewart preached again in the even-

ing. Tuesday it was still raining hard till

near noon, and then it seemed to clear, so

Mr. Stewart and M. Salim started for

Melchi. I was very much disappointed in

not getting to see this school. After they

had been gone about an hour, the sky

blackened, and it came on a perfect

pour. The men had rubber coats, but

they got their legs and feet soaked. They

went on and examined the school, but

there was no fire or warm room, and they

only had to eat the cold lunch they took

with them. They returned late in the

evening. Poor M. Salim was bent low.

Wednesday morning was beautiful, bright

and cool. After breakfast Mr. Stewart,

M. Salim, Sitt Helani, Charles and I

started for Soda in good spirits. Charles

rode his little donkey, and I rode our own
“Black Beauty.” For an hour our way
lay over the plain, and I still have a vivid

impression of simply following a winding

pathway through fields of glimmering

wheat, “white for the harvest.” Then for

another hour of climbing up and through

and among mountains and hills and dales,

till we reached a considerable height.

From this eminence I looked back and saw

far, far below us simply one great stretch

of golden grain reaching away beyond till

it seemed to actually run into the blue of

the great sea. Yellow, and the blue be-

yond, seemed to be all there was to see.

At last we reached the village of Soda.

Soda means black—and so we found it.

The earth was black; the rocks were black,

and the houses and walls were black.

These black houses were all whitewashed

inside, till they looked, in contrast with the

outside, as white as snow. The narrow

streets or alleys were very black and

muddy after the rains. The people

seemed to me to be very proud and un-

hospi table (as though their hearts were

black, too.) We alighted at the door of

the school, which is made up of very poor

children. Mr. Stewart immediately be-

gan to examine them. There were 35 or

40 children in the room, and (as their

daily diet is made up with a goodly pro-

portion of either onions or garlic, and as

there was no opening but the door, and it

filled with the standing crowd of neigh-

bors and curious ones), I soon had to get

up and out, or I am afraid they would

have had to either roll or carry

me out. Sitt Helani soon had to

follow my example. The teacher

and wife and daughter live in the school

room. Some of the children were very

pretty and bright. We had our lunch

with us, but wanted some “lebn” in addi-
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tion, which we found very hard to get.

If Mr. Stewart had been a “doctor/’ letra

would have been poured at his feet and

the fatted chicken would have been caught

and killed and cooked. We called upon

a couple of the “houses of so and so/’ who

can be very friendly when occasion re-

quires—especially just after dinner. But

we did not go there to be either feasted or

fed upon, so we left them alone in their

glory. Our work there is simply among

the poor—though I believe the village

asked for the school and then dropped out

when their leader got into some govern-

ment position. We were home by sunset.

After supper we had callers and prayers

with them as usual, after which I packed

our boxes for Latakia.

Thursday morning we tried not to

hasten away, but, for all that, we left them

looking lonely and Sitt Helani in tears.

The homeward journey was much the

same as before only that we had quite a

scare by Mr. Stewart’s new horse,

“Prince,” getting frightened, with a good

cause, and tearing round fit to kill him-

self. In fact, Mr. Stewart gave him up for

lost, and we, ourselves, were not free from

danger, as it "was something to keep out of

his way. But the Lord preserved us all,

and we came on our way rejoicing. We
reached the Khan at Banias in good time,

and had our supper out on the roof in true

oriental fashion; after which we took a

nice walk out to the river and back. Fri-

day morning we resumed our journey and

reached home (“sweet home”) in safety at

4 o’clock P. M. Everybody seemed glad

to see us back, especially Elisabeth. She

and Robert had a great time cooing and

loving each other the rest of the day. Sitt

Helani had been looking forward to our

visit for a long time, and if she only en-

joyed it as well as we did she will have it

to look back to now. The women folk at

the Mission stations do love to have the

missionary take his wife with him; and

you may wonder why we do not go

cfvener. I often wonder myself why we

cannot manage it. But, first, such trips

are very hard, as they have to be made in

the saddle. Then we have to take beds

and bedding and provisions, and it takes

animals for all these, and for the children.

So such a trip, besides being hard and

troublesome, costs something. Our trip

cost us just 20 mejidies (Turkish dollars).

We do not regret it, but you can see we

cannot go every time or very often. Then
when I go it leaves the school without

anybody in the building with it, which is

not wise. Before leaving Tartoos, I

bought a New Testament from the Mis-

sion supply and left it for the boatman

who took us out to the island. We found

out he could read, and I asked him if he

would like to have an “Ingil.” He replied

that he would be pleased. Will someone

vrho reads this make it a special prayer

that it may be the means of his conversion,

and that he may be lead to repeat “the

story” to others on that lonely, benighted

island ?

Little Robert says to tell you he “saw a

woman ploughing with two cows.” Per-

haps I have wearied you all long ’ere this

so I close for this time. With much love,

Yours sincerely,

Mary E. Stewart.

A story is told in the Orient of a wise

old sheik who gave to a young Arab prince

from whom he was about to part a list

of crimes, and bade him choose the one

that seemed to him the least harmful.

The young prince turned in horror from

such crimes as murder, theft and loss of

virtue, and told the old patriarch he would

choose intemperance.

“You have chosen that which will bring

all the others,” said the wise old man.

—

The Banner.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—Attention is called to “Our Church

Work at Home” (page 284). Be good

enough to read it and then look in a future

number for the appeal that is to follow.

—The Corresponding Secretary of the

Board of Foreign Missions informs us that,

in a letter dated Edinburgh, Scotland,

July 5, 1900, Dr. S. A. S. Metheny, of

Mersina, Asia Minor, tendered his resigna-

tion, “to take effect August 1, 1900.”

Two reason are given for taking this step:

Daily attacks of asthma while in the field,

which would ultimately render it impos-

sible for him to do the work that ought

to be done, and the illness of his son,

whom he has been strongly urged by emi-

nent physicians in Scotland, not to take

back to Turkey. “I sincerely regret,” the

letter goes on to say, “having to give up

a work, the success of which was the main

object of the life and prayers of my
father, a work I have always thought of

as an inheritance from him. I am grieved

to leave a work among a people that I

myself love and among whom I have many

warm friends. I am sorry to leave fellow-

workers so considerate and so helpful. I

pray that God may send into His vine-

yard one who is more worthy of the honor

and better able to perform the duties of a

missionary physician.”

The Secretary further informs us that,

as a full meeting of the Board cannot be

secured in the summer, he corresponded

with all the members in reference to the

matter, and it was unanimously decided to

accept the resignation of Dr. Metheny and

release him from the service of the Church

in Asia Minor at the date named in his

letter. There will be universal regret that

one so beloved at home and in the mission

field has felt it necessary to retire from a

work for which he seems to possess such

excellent qualifications.

This unexpected resignation creates a

vacancy that should be filled as soon as

possible. But no formal action can be

taken till the regular meeting of the Board,

the last week in September.

—There is more or less anxiety in many
parts of the Church to-day in regard to

our missionaries in view of the appalling

condition of affairs in China, and it is not

easy to throw off all solicitude on their be-

half. But this concern for their welfare

should not show itself in needless worry

after the manner of pagans, but in increas-

ing prayer to God for them and for the

representatives of other denominations,

whose lives are in peril. The Board of

Foreign Missions, we are glad to learn, are

trying to keep up communication with the

brethren at Talc Hing. Early in July a

cable message was sent urging them to be

on the lookout and consider their per-

sonal safety, and the reply from Hong
Kong was “Safe.” And there seemed to

be no immediate danger. When Li Hung
Chang determined to leave Canton and

the newspapers began to predict a suddeu

uprising of the strong anti-foreign element

in that city, another message was sent,

“Board favors return home.” This was

not intended as an official call to leave

their work, but merely to make them feel

that they had the fullest liberty to leave

the country, if circumstances should force

them to suspend missionary operations for

a time. But it is hoped that they will not

need even to leave their field of labor,

but may be allowed to remain free from

disturbance and safe under the shadow-

ing presence of God in their new
home.
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The war in China is of the Lord and He
will accomplish His purpose. The plans

of His enemies to drive Christianity out

of the empire shall be defeated, and at

the same time America, Britain, Germany

and other nations that are so much in-

clined to boast of their power and of what

they will do to defend their citizens and

national honor, shall be made to realize,

whether they confess His authority or not,

that He is supreme in human affairs.

When the governments could not find any

way to communicate with their Ambassa-

dors in Pekin and were at their wits’ end,

He knew the condition of the legations,

and that of His own dear servants who had

gone thither to preach the gospel of the

kingdom and call men to repentance and

a loyal recognition of His sovereignty.

“The eyes of the Lord run to and fro

throughout the whole earth, to show Him-

self strong on the behalf of them whose

heart is perfect toward Him.” If the mis-

sionaries in Pekin, Pao-ting-fu and other

centers are found unharmed in the pres-

ence of their enemies, it will he, not be-

cause China was afraid of the allied forces

of the United States and the European

Powers, but because their eyes were unto

the Lord and in answer to the symphonic

prayers of the whole Church, “God who

performeth” for His trusting people took

them under the shadow of His wings.

Mrs. Elmer McBurney puts the case ex-

actly, when she says in a private letter:

“How prone we are to trust in armed men
and warships, and, after all, what is there

that can defeat the Omnipotent God?

There is no power apart from God.”

One may not be ready to endorse every-

thing that Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst says

in his “Guarding the Cross with Krupp
Guns,” but there is a timely truth in the

remark that “bringing to men the story

of the Cross under the cover of our gun-

boats—redemption in one hand and shot

in the other—is an infidel method of ac-

complishing evangelical results.”

We do not merely hope, we know what

the result of this war will be, so far as the

missionary enterprise is concerned. It

will open wider doors for the entrance of

the truth; it will awaken the professing

Church to a truer sense of its responsi-

bility for the evangelization of the world;

and it will hasten on the regal triumph

and coronation day of Christ on earth.

Thinking men cannot contemplate the

condition of the world to-day in the light

of its past history and not believe that the-

kingdoms of this world shall yet become

the kingdom of our Lord and of His

Christ. In the language of the late Alex-

ander Baleigh, “The gospel itself is the

prediction of its own success. Jesus, Him-
self, is the guarantee of the coming sov-

ereignty.”

—Since the foregoing Note was in type,

word has been received that our mission-

aries, acting on the suggestion of the

Board, had left China and were, accord-

ing to a cable message of August 1, at

Karwiswa, Japan, where they will remain

for a time, waiting results. As soon as

the way is clear they can return to the

field in a few days. The Board has ex-

pressed to them its approval of this

course.

—The title of the article, with which

this number of Oliye Trees opens, will

arrest the attention of every reader. Miss

Leitch believes that Dr. Paton is doing “a

larger work than perhaps he is aware of,

in arousing Christian people to realize the

evil of the drink traffic among native races

and so helping to create such a Christian

public sentiment as will make it possible

for Christian people to demand and secure,

at the next session of Congress, not only

the passage of a Bill placing our traders

in the New Hebrides under the same legal

restrictions as to the sale of intoxicants,
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opium and firearms as those under which

Great Britain has by an Act of Parlia-

ment placed her traders, but also the abo-

lition of the saloon in our army and isl-

ands.”

Such is the impression that Dr. Paton’s

addresses have made on her, that Miss

Leitch would like to have him remain in

tills country long enough to speak on this

subject at three or four of the C. E. State

conventions this fall. “If,” she writes,

“Dr. Paton could be persuaded to do

this,” and thus “help arouse Christians to

fight the liquor and opium traffic in mis-

sion fields, his own included, and in our

army and islands, it might prove by God's

blessing to be the best, the most fruitful

and far-reaching work he had ever done

for God.”

We hope that Dr. Paton may be able

so to arrange his plans as to comply with

this suggestion. If he remains in America

till October there should be no difficulty

in the way.

—Since last report the following contri-

butions have been paid towards the salary

of Young Women’s Missionary for an

eighth year:

Mrs. Mary Slater (4 years), Canons-

burg, Pa $20.80

Misses Anna and Bessie Slater (4

years), Canonsburg, Pa 14.60

Miss Mary Ella Gilchrist, Delhi,

N. Y 3.65

Miss Lizzie F. Huey, Olathe, Kan... 3.65

—In July Olive Trees received,

through Miss Mary Gray, Treasurer, twelve

dollars and fifty-five cents from the Y. P.

S. C. E., and four dollars from the inter-

mediate Society, connected with the First

Church of the Covenanters, Philadelphia,

Pa.
,
for the India famine fund. In August,

for same purpose, twenty-two dollars

and ninety-two cents from Sabbath school

of New Castle Congregation. The money

has been sent to the Treasurer of the

Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis-

sions.

—The following statistics were reported

at the meeting of Synod, June, 1900:

Number of congregations, 113; mission

stations, 8; ministers, 124; licentiates, 19;

students of theology, 7; communicants,

9,790; Sabbath school attendance, 10,449;

Young People’s Society attendance, 2,-

169; total contributions, $164,91S; seven-

ty-seven congregations have pastors; two

are under the care of the Foreign Mission

Board; five have stated supplies, and four

are supplied by pastors. There were five

ordinations during the year. There are

75 pastors. There were eight dissolu-

tions of pastoral relations. A number of

ministers are engaged in other church po-

sitions. Ten congregations have par-

sonages.

—The Mission El-Eman is indebted to

Ibrahim George for a cover for the table

in the Hall.

—A pleasant place to spend a half-hour

is the bookstore of the Fleming H. Kevell

Company, 156 Fifth Avenue, N. Y.

Does the present crisis in China suggest

something on that empire? You will find

there “Chinese Characteristics” and “Vil-

lage Life in China,” by Arthur H. Smith,

D.D.

Is there a desire to see what God can ac-

complish through a man whose will is

wholly surrendered to His will? You will

find there the “Life of Dwight L. Moody”

by his son, the only authorized edition.

Does the weather suggest reading of a

lighter vein, but wholesome and illustra-

tive of the power of the gospel to mould

and refine character? You will find there

“Black Rock” and other tales of the Rocky

Mountains, by Ralph Connor: sketches

that take rank, in pathos, humor and

everything that touches the popular heart,

with the writings of “Ian Maclaren.”



DIRECTORY OF

HOME FOR THE AGED OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

LINDEN AVE., ALLEGHENY, PA,

President, Mrs. J. T. Morton, Perrysville Ave.

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Wm. Hice, Lombard St.

Recording Secretary, Mrs. S. R. Sloane, Sheridan, Pa.

Treasurer, Mrs. J. W. Sproull, 122 East North Ave.

Donation Secretary, Mrs. Jno. Allen, 39 Tremont St.

Chairman, Receiving Committee, Mrs. R. J. George, 223 Arch St.

PITP1\TTPT7 A nnT T TrnTP The only College in the
VjJlllN -Hi V JA. WUljlJlljLxIlj. u. S. under control of the

Reformed Presbyterian Synod, O. S.

NEW COURSES, Our papers accepted at Columbia, Princeton, Cornell, Michigan

NEW FACILITIES, University. Better work is being done, year by year.

NEW BUILDING'S, Children of Clergymen Have Tuition at Half Rates.

Write for particulars to

W. P. JOHNSTON, Pres.

BEAVER FALLS, PA.

Price List of Psalters.
Double Psalter with Music,

From 2 to 6 Copies,

Over 6 Copies and less than 20,

All Orders for 20 Copies and over, .

87 Cents.

80 “

75 “

70 “

In every case the purchaser must send 13 cents extra for postage or pay express-

age at his end of the line.

Single Revised Psalter with Music,

Long Primer, Revised,

Minion, Revised,

Minion, Old Version, .

70c. or 80c. by xMail.

35c. or 40c. “

20c. oi; 25c. “

18c. or 20c. “

When Books are sent by Freight 50 cents will be Charged for Boxing and Shipping.

CASH SHOULD ACCOMPANY ALL ORDERS.

R. M. SOMMERYILLE,
325 West 56th St., New York.

Entered as Second Class Mattes at New York Pont Office.



O'Neills
Sixth Avenue, 20th to 21st St., New York

IHPORTERS AND RETAILERS

FINE MILLINERY, DRY GOODS, FANCY GOODS,
CLOAKS, COSTUMES, HOUSE FURNISHING

GOODS, BOOKS, BICYCLES, ETC.

IT PAYS TO BUY YOUR GOODS IN NEW YORK
If you deal with a reliable house, for then you get the latest and
best of all kinds of merchandise, and at the lowest possible price.

If you buy at O’Neill’s, you buy of a reliable house, for we guar-
antee all our goods as represented or refund the purchase price.

Books for Summer Reading!

These Fine Good Books of Fiction, Publisher’s iO.,

Price $1.00 each, on sale here at 40v»eac

POSTAGE 10c. EXTRA

THE HONORABLE PETER STIRLING, . By Paul L. Ford
THE SOWERS By Henry Seton Merriman
CALEB WEST, . . . . -By Hopkinson Smith
THE GADFLY, By E. L. Voynich

THE PRIDE OF JENNICO, .... By Egerton Castle

iSP” Send for our 75-page book catalogue, mailed free upon application, and save

money on every book you buy.

H. O’Neill & Co., Sixth Aoe., 20th to 21st St., NetnYork


